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God as well as the fatherhood, because the former was a
better fulfilment of the idea of love. The Western
Christian would work all the week for the dollar, and
when he succeeded he would pray, "O God, we thank
thee for giving us this benefit", and then he would put
all the money into his pocket; the Hindu would make the
money and then give it to God by helping the poor and
the less fortunate. And so comparisons were made
between the ideas of the West and the ideas of the East.
In speaking of God, Vivekanandi said in substance: "You
people of the West think you have God. What is it to
have God ? If you have Him, why is it that so much
criminality exists, that nine out of ten people are hypo-
crites ? Hypocrisy cannot exist where God is. You have
your palaces for the worship of God, and you attend them
in part for a time once a week, but how few go to
worship God. It is the fashion in the West to attend
church, and many of you attend for no other reason.
Have you then, you people of the West, any right to lay
exclusive claim to the possession of God ?"
Here the speaker was interrupted by spontaneous
applause. He proceeded: "We of the Hindu faith be-
lieve in worshipping God for love's sake, not for what He
gives us, but because God is love, and no nation, no
people, no religion has God until it is willing to worship
Him for love's sake. You of the West are practical in
business, practical in great inventions, but we of the East
are practical in religion. You make commerce your busi-
ness ; we make religion our business. If you will come
to India and talk with the workman in the fields, you will
find he has no opinion on politics. He knows nothing of
politics. But you talk to him of religion, and the humblest
knows about monotheism, deism, and all the isms of
religion. You ask:
" 'What government do you live under ?' and he will
reply: 1 don't know. I pay my taxes, and that's all I